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WHAT IS A LITERATURE REVIEW

• It is the process of making reasoned judgements and organising your
thoughts into the written review that many find difficult and time
consuming.

• It is a review of what is happening around your topic

• An integral part of your dissertation/thesis

• It provides the context and theoretical framework of your research.

• Its a critical and analytical account of the most relevant literature to a
particular topic.



THE PURPOSE OF A LITERATURE REVIEW

• The purpose of a literature review is to provide the foundation on
which your research is built.

• A discussion of the relevant theories and concepts that underpin the
research

• Pinpoints gaps in the research of a particular field

• Assists the student in gaining insight into relevant and previous
research and the emerging trends

• Helps to identify contradictory results and opposing findings

• Provides supporting evidence that your research questions and
objectives are worth researching – justifies the significance



EVALUATING THE RELEVANCE, VALUE AND 
SUFFICIENCY OF LITERATURE TO YOUR RESEARCH

• Relevance
• How recent is it item?
• Does the item meet your relevance criteria for inclusion?
• Does the item support or contradict your arguments?

• Value
• Has the item been subject to a review process prior to publication?
• Does the item appear to be biased?
• What are the methodological omissions within the work?
• Is the precision relevant?
• Does the item provide guidance for future research 

• Sufficiency
• As you read new items, do you recognise authors?
• Have you read sufficient items to satisfy the assessment criteria?



Conducting your literature search

• Online databases

• Relevant literature referenced in books and journal articles you have 
read

• Browsing and scanning literature in your library

• General online searching 

• Bibliographic details



Possible deficiencies in the literature

• Exclusion of landmark studies

• Outdated material

• Limited scope

• Not being critical

• Lacking synthesis

• Plagiarism



CONCLUSION

• A literature review is necessary to help candidates develop a sound understanding 
of previous work that relates to their research questions and objectives

• There is no correct way to structure a literature review – think of it as a funnel

• Secondary literature vs grey literature. 

• Prior to conducting the literature research candidates need to:
• Have clear research questions and objectives
• Define the parameters of the research
• Generate search terms and phrases
• Discuss ideas as widely as possible

• Take care not to plagiarise the work of others.

• Source: Saunders MNK, Lewis P. & Thornhill A. (2020) Research Methods for Business Studies. 8th Ed. Harlow, UK: Pearson



THANK YOU

Visit: www.aiscr.org.za for more 
information

http://www.aiscr.org.za/

