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Background

❑ Where do research ideas come from?

❑And where do they exist before you have them?

❑If you don’t already have an idea as you listen to me then try one or 
more of the following idea generation techniques. 



Generating research ideas

1. Personal experiences

❑Your everyday experiences provide a rich source of researchable 
problems.

❑First hand observation and reflection on an intriguing experience 
trigger the researcher’s mind, creating the desire to understand in 
depth, the phenomenon associated with the particular experience.

❑Daily encounters, experiences and interactions with others and with 
the surrounding social and physical environments, offer the most  
compelling sources of research ideas.



Generating research ideas

2. Existing literature

❑Perhaps the best ways of locating research problems is through a 
systematic reading programme in the area of interest. 

❑These could involve reading journal papers, thesis, research reports, 
text books and other literature that focus on the subject of interest.

❑Most journal papers and thesis state categorically areas of further 
research as part of their recommendations. These could be an 
excellent opportunity for generating research ideas.



Generating research ideas

3. Previous research studies

❑These calls for the researcher / student to first have a clear idea on 
the general area of interest.

❑Previous research studies in the field of interest usually indicate 
areas of further research.

❑A review of such studies provides the researcher with researchable 
projects that would, when carried out, add to the knowledge that has 
been built up by other researchers.
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4. Discussions with experts

❑Discussions generated during lectures, seminars, informal 
gatherings, etc., helps students locate current topics in their fields of 
interest that they might want to research on.

❑Brainstorming with other researchers, teachers, professionals in the 
field of interest and colleagues helps the student to organise his or 
her thoughts more logically and mentally visualise the topic clearly 
before stating it in words.

❑A lot of insight is also obtained from attending local and 
international conferences.
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5. Replication of previous studies

❑Involves carrying out a research project which has already been 
carried out.

❑The problems and the procedures that are used in the proposed 
study are identical to a study that has previously been conducted by 
another researcher.

❑ Replication usually done to find out whether findings hold over time 
and across similar or different environments, populations or 
geographical settings.
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6. The media

▪ With the rapid growth of information technology, the media has 
become a rich source of information.

▪ Issues which are frequently reported in the media often, drive the 
research agenda.

▪ However, students need to be cautious of information from the 
media because some could be subjectively presented, may be mere 
speculation or full of bias.

▪ Such media reports, therefore, lack the scientific rigor that makes 
validation of views and opinions impossible.



Useful questions in generating research ideas.

1. Is there an existing problem?

2. Does the problem come from credible sources?

3. Can I build a strong foundation?

4. Will the solution make economic impact?



Useful questions in generating research ideas.

5. Can it provide substantial intellectual challenge?

6. Does the idea give you motivation, is it inspiring?

7. Do I have some basic knowledge of the topic?

9. Do I have some time to study?

10.  Do I have the financial resources to undertake the study?



Useful questions in generating research ideas

11. Is there sufficient information available?

12. How much research has been done on the topic before?

13. Has too much research been done in the area of interest to you?

14. Must understand the difference between M&D research.



Useful questions in generating research ideas

15. Can the study be done within the time limit allocated for the 
programme?

16. Does the topic warrant new investigation?

17. Does it review the inadequacies of existing laws, views or policies?

18. Does it cover a reasonable scope, e.g., not too narrow or too 
general?

19. PhD research  need to add new knowledge to the subject area.



Conclusion

❑ Go ahead and try one or more of the methods discussed in 
generating research ideas.

❑This makes the initial journey in your research process and it is 
essential that you get it right.

❑ You will feel motivated and inspired to continue with your research 
journey if you get it right at this stage.



THANK YOU

Visit: www.aiscr.org.za for more 
information

http://www.aiscr.org.za/

