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BACKGROUND

• Data for research usage is in two forms (Primary and secondary). 
Primary data is the original data collected for the first time or data 
directly obtained from first-hand sources by means of 
questionnaire, observation, focus group, or in-depth interviews.

• Secondary is existing data that have already been collected for 
some other purpose (Church 2002). Both types are equally vital in 
research conduction.  Secondary data is widely and useful at any 
stage of research project (Zhai, Liu et al. 2016).

• Secondary data are readily available compared to that of primary 
data. 



SECONDARY DATA DEFINED AND PRECUASION

• Secondary data is the data that has already been collected 
through primary sources and made readily available for 
researchers to use for their own research. It is a type of data that 
has already been collected in the past.

• A researcher may have collected the data for a particular project, 
then made it available to be used by another researcher. The data 
may also have been collected for general use with no specific 
research purpose like in the case of the national census.

• Acknowledging literature/source is key

• Researchers should pay careful attention in using secondary data. It 
should be aligned with the research problem.



CHARACTERISTICS, SOURCES AND TOOLS

Characteristics:

• Major aim: Involves reanalysing and interpreting or reviewing past data

• Reliability of data

• Suitability of data

• Adequacy of data
• Secondary data Analysis: Qualitative vs Quantitative

• Majorly A 4-step process

Sources includes (Boslaugh 2007):

• Published vs unpublished, Internal vs External
• Books, personal sources, journal, newspaper, website, government record,

Blogs, Diaries, Podcasts, etc.

Tools:

• Popular tools used to collect secondary data include; bots, devices, library, etc. 



SECONDARY DATA ANALYSIS

• Different stages of secondary data analysis, which involve events 
before, during and after data collection (Musingarabwi, 
Nieuwoudt et al. 2016). These are as below:

 Statement of Purpose

 Research Design

 Developing the Research Questions

 Identifying Secondary Data

 Evaluating Secondary Data



USES

 Secondary data can provide useful information that can help refine 

or develop project or programme plans. 

 Secondary data can point to areas that might be investigated further 

during a baseline or later survey exercise. 

 Secondary data can be used to help assess change, outputs delivered 

or outcomes/impact achieved. 

 Secondary data can be used to examine lessons learned from similar 

interventions. 



ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES

Advantages
• Inexpensive
• Saves time
• Readily available/accessible
• Professionally collected data
Disadvantages
• Inappropriate for own research purpose
• Different format from what is required
• Lacks control over quality data
• May not answer your research question
• Provides insufficient information
• Exaggerated data
• Outdated data



CONCLUSION

• Secondary data is important in research, business, and statistics.

• Secondary data is preferred for different reasons, including but not 
limited to price, availability, needs of the research.

• In some cases, old secondary data may be the only source of data. This 
could be attributed to high cost of conducting research.

• Secondary data has disadvantages, which may negatively affect research 
results (Smith 2008). However, secondary data has advantages over 
primary data ranging from cost to availability. Researchers should be 
careful when using secondary data as it has to be aligned with research 
purpose, question and problem statement among other aspects.
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